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A marriage was proposed for him with Dona Carlotta de
Aragona, Princess of Naples; but rejected by King Don
Federigo, who at the same time favoured the marriage
which took place between Madonna Lucrezia Borgia and
Don Alonso de Aragona, Prince of Bisceglia. The plan of
Cardinal Cesare was aided by fresh outbreaks at the pon-
tifical baronage, especially by a new league of Colonna and
Orsini on behalf of Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere. Now,
no more time was lost. Don Cesare (detto Borgia) re-
nounced his cardinalate in full consistory; and journeyed
into France to cultivate the friendship of the Christian
King on behalf of the Papacy. New alliances were in the
air. King Louis XII saw no reason why he should remain
in the ridiculous and paralysing isolation which the brag-
gadocio of his predecessor had won. The Pope's Holiness
was by no means secure with Naples whose King Don
Federigo, though owing all to Him, was inclined to be
obstreperous and to show contempt, and to whose domin-
ions the Catholic King and Queen were reaching. An alli-
ance with the Papacy would suit the plans of France. An
alliance with France would be of eminent sendee to the
Papacy, at this moment when Colonna and Orsini were on
the war-path, and the Muslim Infidel stirring the East.
So, the mission of Don Cesare (detto Borgia) met with
great success; a working understanding was arranged by
his diplomacy; and the Christian King conferred on him
the French Duchy of Valentinois.
It became evident that Milan must cede to France, the
new ally of the Lord Alexander P.P. VI; and this signi-
fied the final rupture of the alliance of Borgia and Sf orza.
First, firm friends; next, strong supporters of the House
of Borgia; then, indifferent neutrals; later, declared trai-
tors ; last, negligible quantities; the conduct of the House
of Sforza was influenced by one idea—loyalty to their
name. It was the head of the House who was responsible,

